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What is the TSHL?

Authorized in 1985 by the 69th Texas
Legislature Senate Concurrent Resolution
37 signed by Gov. Mark White, serving
uninterrupted for 39 years

An all-volunteer, nonpartisan
organization of up to 123 members age
60+ older from across the state
representing 28 Area Agencies on Aging

Operating without public funds; TSHL
Foundation

Committed to serving a 2-year term, self-
funded

Coming from varied occupations &
backgrounds

“oFIRSTex

TEXAS SILVER HAIRED LEGISLATURE
Sept. 1986



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In early 1980s, John Diaz, Regional Administrator AOA convened the 5 state directors of state units on aging for quarterly meeting: Oklahoma, New Mexico, Arkansas, Louisiana and Texas – discussion SHL. Missouri made presentation. 
2.	


SCR 37 EXCERPTS: TSHL IS UNIQUE

« RESOLVED, That the legislature of the state of Texas
allow its chambers and meeting rooms, and other
assistance as determined by the committee on House
Administration and the Senate Committee on
Administration, to be used by the Silver-Haired
Legislature...and, be it further

« RESOLVED, That recommendations formulated by
the Silver-Haired Legislature be submitted to the
Governor of the State of Texas, the Texas Legislature,
and the Texas Department on Aging at the close of the
Silver-Haired Legislative Session.




Over the course of 39
years...

More than 750 Texans over the
age of 60 have served as Texas
Silver-Haired Legislators and
have identified well over 900
issues concerning older adults
In Texas.




Productive Performance

Since the inception of the TSHL in 1985, over
275 bills have passed the Texas Legislature that
were directly influenced by its work.

* 13 Resolutions addressed by enacted law —
2019

* 15 Resolutions addressed by enacted law —
2021

* 16 Resolutions addressed by enacted law -
2023




What Do We Do?

 Solicit feedback from ¢ Inform State Legislators

older Texans of the concerns of older
* |dentify public policy Texans
issues * Testify at Senate and
* Research policies and Hous.e Committee .
Hearings AT

procedures to become
informed e Advocate for adoption

* Write Resolutions: of resplutlons
Debate and prioritize submitted to the Texas

the TOP 10 Legislature




The 19t

Texas Silver-Haired Legislature
2021 - 2023

LEGISLATIVE REPORT

May 2 — 5, 2022

Legislative Session
Austin, Texas

e Convene the

What Else Do We do?

* Maintain website
TSHL Legislative @ www.tshl.org

Sessionatthe  , p hlish the Silver

Capitol in even .
Bulletin quarterl
numbered years a y

newsletter
* Publish the e Publish the TSHL
Legislative Directory
Report and

present to the ° Serve on AAA

Texas Governor,  Advisory boards
Lt. Governor, and other
State Legislators, 3A8€NCIES ON aging
State Officials,
and Aging
Network


http://www.txshl.org/

TSHL Meetings

e 3 TSHL General Sessions:

 Membership
Development/Orientation
(July odd years)

 Legislative Session (May
even years)

* Advocacy (April odd years)

e Quarterly Executive Committee
Meetings (for those on the EC)

 TSHL Gala (April odd number
years)

* Aging in Texas Conference

* TSHL Town Hall Meetings
e Member Presentations




Top 10 Priority Resolutions — 19t" Session

 #1 —R003 - Increase the Personal Needs Allowance
for Medicaid Residents in Nursing Homes — signed
6/12/2023, effective 9/1/2023

e #2 —R041 - Child-Related Income Follows the Child

* #3 —R046 - Readability of the Application and Vote-
by-Mail Documentation to Reduce the Rejection
Rate

* #4 —-R024 - Authorize TRS to Provide a Cost-of-
Living Adjustment to Teacher Retirement System
Retirees — supplemental payments effective
9/1/23, Constitutional Amendment (HJR2) on
ballot November 2023

* #5-R001 - Require a Criminal Background Check for
CNAs and LVNs in Nursing Homes and Home Health
Companies



Top 10 Priority Resolutions — 19th Session

* #6 —R022 - Authorize a 13t Month Annuity Payment to
Employees Retirement System (ERS) Retirees

* #7 —R042 - Amend Family Code to Provide for a
Grandparent Conservatorship and Support Bill

* #8 —R037 - Improve Access to Healthcare in Rural Texas
for older Texans

e #9 —R0O08 - Establish Full Practice Authority (FPA) for
Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRNs)

* #10-R009 - Increase the Maximum Rate of Home-
Delivered Meals for Older Texans to $10.00 with an
Annual Cost-of-Living Adjustment — increase to $6.46
from $5.31/meal effective 9/1/2023

* THIRTEEN ADDITIONAL RESOLUTIONS (NOT ON TOP 10
LIST) ADDRESSED BY ENACTED RESOLUTIONS



Significant Laws Relating to
TSHL Resolutions

* Increase personal needs allowance for nursing home residents tfrom S45
to S75 per month.

» Establish Silver Alert for missing seniors.
e Establish statewide interagency aging services coordinating council

* Freeze city, county, and junior college districts taxes for homesteads of
elderly and disabled.

* No eminent domain allowed for other private owners.

* Include senior and disabled homeowners in property tax reduction for
public school taxes.

* Limit property taxes for veterans with 100% service-related disability


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Legislative Committee on Aging  TSHL #1 priority 2008– HB 610, 81st Session, Rep Naishtat and Rep Susan King; Senate Leticia Van De Putte. Members include: Sen Eddie Lucio, Sen Joan Huffman, Rep Naishtat, Rep Susan King, Homer Lear and Betty Streckfuss. 
Tax Freeze. TSHL #1 priority 2002   111 cities, 65 counties and 16 junior college districts 
No eminent domain used by other private  owner.  TSHL top ten priority
4.	Public school taxes decrease to include seniors and disabled. 


AAA AVAILABLE
SERVICES

* Information, Referral & Assistance
* Benefits Counseling

* Ombudsman Program

* Care Coordination

* Caregiver Support

e Health and Wellness Promotion

East Texas Council of Governments Area Agency on Aging

West Central Testas Coundl of Governments Area Agency on Aging
Rio Grande Council of Governments Amea Agency on Aging

. Permian Basin Regiona Planning Commission Area Agency on Aging
10. Concho'Valley Council of Govemiment s Amea Agency on Aging

11. Heart of Texas Coundl of Governments Area Agency on Aging

12, Capital Area Cound of Govemments Area Agency on Aging

13. Brazos Ve ley Council of Govemnments Ares Agency on Aging

14. Deep East Teas Council of Governments Area Agency on Aging .
15. South East Teas Regioral Planning Commission Area Agency an Aging

({Governor's State Planning Regions, Chapter
391, Texas Local Government Code)

1 Panhandle Regional Planning Commigsion Area Agency on Aging

2 South Plins Assodation of Govemments Area Agency on Aging

3 Nortex Regioral Planring Commission Ares Agency on Agirg Regional Councils of Governments
4, Morth Central Texas Council of Governments Area Agency on Aging & Area Agencieson Agj'ng

5 Ark-Tex Council of Govemments Are Agency on Aging

& 28 Service Areas
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16. Houston-Galveston Area Coundl Arm Agency on Aging
17. Golden Crescent Regiona Planning Commigsion Area Agency on Aging
18. Alamo Ara Councll of Governments Area Agency on Aging

19. South Texas Development Council Area Agency on Aging

2. Ceastal Bend Coundl of Govemments Area Agency on Aging

X, Lower Rio Grande Valley Devel opment Coundl Ares Agency on Aging
22, Texwoma Council of Governments Amra Agency an Aging

23. Central Texas Council of Governments Ama Agency an Aging

24. Middle Rio Grande Development Council Ama Agency on Aging

25. Ddlas County Area Agency on Aging

26. Tarrant County Area Agency on Aging

27. Bewar County Area Agency on Aging

28. Harris County Area Agency on Aging

aof Regional Councils

wwwy, bxregionalcouncil.org
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fficial Website: tshl.org
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Thank you for
your attention.

Visit tshl.org for more informe u..- E



HISTORY

The history of the Silver-Haired Legislator movement



National History

The first Silver-Haired Legislature was
organized in Missouri in 1973

Now adopted and organized in several
states — exact number of active Silver
Legislations could be researched

National Silver-Haired Con%ress legislated
and organized in 1994 and functioned until
about 2018 — might in the process of being
reorganized?



National Silver Haired Congress

Established in 1994 through legislation passed by the
US House and Senate

Vision and Mission mirrors TSHL
Membership mirrors US Congressional delegations
Similar procedures and activities as the TSHL

Currently being restructured

www.nhatlshc.org — website no longer active



http://www.natlshc.org/

Texas Silver-Haired Legislature

The TSHL idea first conceived in 1979

* Became a legislative priority of the Citizens Advisory Council of the Texas
Department on Aging by 1983

* Aresolution to establish the TSHL was passed by the Texas Board on
Aging in 1984

 Stage was set for the 69" Texas Legislative Session to adopt authorizing
legislation. Signed by Gov. Mark White in 1985.
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