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PREPARING FOR 

SINGLE AUDITS

1

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

• Tips for surviving the Single Audit.
• A general overview of the Federal Audit Clearinghouse 

and how to use the site.
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PART 1: SINGLE 

AUDIT OVERVIEW
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SURVIVING THE 

SINGLE AUDIT

Single Audit Act audits have both 
financial and programmatic 
components

• Internal controls apply to both
• Threshold for Single Audit Act 

audit-Aggregate expenditures 
more than $1,000,000 in federal 
funds

• Reported in Federal Audit 
Clearinghouse (FAC) at: 
https://fac.gov
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SINGLE AUDIT VS. PROGRAM AUDIT

What is the difference between a single audit and a program audit?

A single audit is a comprehensive audit to ensure that the organization 
is managing federal funds appropriately, in compliance with laws, 
regulations, and award terms. A program audit focuses on an individual 
federal program including program objectives and compliance with 
award terms and conditions. The Uniform Guidance Audit Requirements 
can be found in 2 CFR 200 Subpart F. 
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IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS

How do you start preparing for single audits before they begin?

• Keep relevant award documentation in a shared electronic 
folder that is continuously updated

• Communicate with staff involved in the award administration
• Work with awarding agency with any questions or technical 

assistance support
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SCHEDULE OF FEDERAL AWARDS (SEFA) 

REPORTING

Both federal funds you receive directly from a federal agency and those 
you receive from a pass-through entity are reported on the Schedule of 
Expenditures of Federal Awards (SEFA). The pass-through agency will 
report their amount of pass-through expenditures and the receiving 
agency will report the funding they receive as a sub-award. The Uniform 
Guidance on SEFA reporting can be found in Subpart F Audit 
Requirements.
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PASS-THROUGH 

RESPONSIBILITIES

Revised 2 CFR 200.332 Requirements for pass-through entities (PTE) 
responsible for addressing only a subrecipient’s audit finding that are 
specifically related to their subaward.
PTE Responsibilities:

• Issuing a management decision for audit findings pertaining only to the 
federal award provided to the subrecipient from the PTE 

• PTE is responsible for resolving audit findings specifically related to the 
subaward and not responsible for resolving cross-cutting findings
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THREE STEPS FOR AVOIDING DEFICIENCIES

Review Past Deficiencies

Assess Greatest Threats for Findings

Build Strong Internal Controls Climate
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ASSESSING GREATEST 

THREATS FOR FINDINGS

• What findings have already been identified? 
• Did corrective actions implemented solve the root cause of the 

deficiencies?
• What did you find after follow up? 
• What new areas of concern have surfaced and need to be addressed? 

10

• Highlight the areas that need to be addressed prior to your single audit
• Assign responsibility for corrective actions
• Minimize risk and keep grant funds flowing 

ADDRESSING GREATEST THREATS FOR FINDINGS

POTENTIAL AREAS OF HIGH RISK

DescriptionDescription

Period of performanceHActivities Allowed or DisallowedA

Procurement/Suspension & debarmentIAllowable costs/cost principlesB

Program incomeJCash managementC

Real property acquisition and relocation assistanceKDavis-Bacon Act (construction awards)D

ReportingLEligibilityE 

Subrecipient monitoringNEquipment/real property managementF

Special Tests and provisionsOCost share, level of effort, earmarkingG
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9 TIPS

Establish and maintain

Comply

Take

Protect

Procure

Establish and maintain the control 
environment.

Comply with terms and conditions of awards, 
statues, regulations.
Take immediate corrective action steps for 
identified noncompliance and audit findings.

Protect Personally Identifiable Information 
(PII).

Procure auditor according to compliant 
procurement policies and procedures (auditor 
may not prepare indirect cost rate proposal).
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9 TIPS

Prepare

Provide

Monitor

Prepare and Submit

Prepare the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal 
Awards (SEFA) and schedule of prior findings.

Provide auditor access to records.

Monitor the audit contract as with any other 
contractor.

Prepare auditee sections of data collection 
form (SF-SAC), upload the report to the 
Federal Audit Clearinghouse (FAC).

13

AUDIT INFO BY PROGRAM
Where can I go to find information about what the 
single audit will require for my particular grant 
program?

OMB has created a document to help all single 
auditees gather information on the “playbook” so 
there are no gotcha moments when undergoing a 
single audit. Each program’s auditing requirements 
can be found in the Compliance Supplement which 
is a searchable online document that is updated on 
an annual basis. Each program is organized by 
agency.
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• Check out the Agency Program 
Requirements in Part 4

• What are the special requirements 
for EPA grants beyond the Uniform 
Guidance in 2 CFR Part 200? 
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Chapter Three: Agency Specific Playbook |

THE COMPLIANCE SUPPLEMENT
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• Look up the program 
procedures
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Chapter Three: Agency Specific Playbook |

THE COMPLIANCE SUPPLEMENT
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• What things will they 
be checking on?

• Looks like “Yes” on cash 
management and “No” 
on eligibility
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THE COMPLIANCE SUPPLEMENT
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• Check out the 
Compliance 
Requirements and

• Suggested Audit 
Procedures
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THE COMPLIANCE SUPPLEMENT
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• Communicate 
requirements for 
environmental review

• Train staff on 
environmental review 
procedure
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THE COMPLIANCE SUPPLEMENT

19

• Document 
environmental review 
procedures

• Monitor decision dates 
and compare to project 
start date
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THE COMPLIANCE SUPPLEMENT

20

RECTIFYING AUDIT FINDINGS

What is the process for rectifying auding findings? Does this mean I will 
be considered a high-risk grantee?

Per 200.511, The auditee is responsible for follow-up and corrective 
action on all audit findings. As part of this responsibility, the auditee 
must prepare a summary schedule of prior audit findings. The auditee 
must also prepare a corrective action plan for current year audit findings. 
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PART 2: FEDERAL AUDIT 

CLEARINGHOUSE
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DATABASE FOR AUDITS

The Federal Audit Clearinghouse (FAC) is the home 
of completed Single Audit Act audits.

This is the place to view past audits and gain 
insights into common audit issues.

• View previous audits of others, including 
subrecipients

• Discover audit findings and open corrective 
action at https://fac.gov
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WHEN THE AUDIT IS COMPLETE, IT IS UPLOADED 

TO THE FEDERAL AUDIT CLEARINGHOUSE
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AUDITS ARE SEARCHABLE 

IN THE FAC

Search 
criteria
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SEARCH BY NAME OR UEI AND 

TIMEPFRAME

View
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VIEW REPORTS

Excel 
Summary

PDF 
Report
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For summary report, go 
to Findings Tab

References whether material 
weakness or significant 

deficiency

References the code for 
the finding type

References the finding 
number

AUDIT REPORTS
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The codes give you the “roadmap” of common audit findings

DescriptionCodeDescriptionCode

Period of performanceHActivities Allowed or DisallowedA

Procurement/Suspension & debarmentIAllowable costs/cost principlesB

Program incomeJCash managementC

Real property acquisition and relocation 
assistance

KDavis-Bacon Act (Construction 
awards)

D

ReportingLEligibilityE

Sub-recipient monitoringNEquipment/real property managementF

Special tests and provisionsOMatching, level of effort, earmarkingG

FINDINGS CODES
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AUDIT REPORTS

• You can also 
download the audit 
report as a PDF

• Finding details are 
near the end of the 
report
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CLEAN AUDITS BUILD 

TRUST

• Avoiding audit findings is 
essential because once trust is 
broken, it is expensive and time-
consuming to restore!

• Clean audits build trust with 
funders, donors, and the public 
through transparency and 
accountability.
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SESSION REVIEW

• Audits of grant recipients assure financial statements, internal 
controls, compliance with terms, regulations and laws.

• The federal audit clearinghouse is the publicly available database 
for single audit act audits.
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