From: Meghan De Amaral

To: Kimberly Lile Dowty

Cc: Nancy Carrales

Subject: FW: COVID-19 Blood Shortage

Date: Monday, March 23, 2020 12:28:20 PM
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Kim,
More info for our regional/local partners. Thanks so much!

From: Molly McFadden [mailto:MMcFadden@nctcog.org]
Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 11:32 AM

To: Meghan De Amaral <Meghan.DeAmaral@gov.texas.gov>
Subject: Fwd: COVID-19 Blood Shortage

[EXTERNAL SENDER] - Do not click on links or open attachments in unexpected messages.

Get Outlook for i0S

From: owner-dc22sherman@ep.nctcog.org <owner-dc22sherman@ep.nctcog.org> on behalf of
Brian Brockett <Brian.Brockett@tdem.texas.gov>

Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 10:29:11 AM

To: DC 22-Sherman <dc22sherman@ep.nctcog.org>

Subject: [DC22SHERMAN] COVID-19 Blood Shortage

Dear EM Partners:

There is a high demand for blood donations across the nation. See attached documentation
for more information.

NOTE: the attachment titled “Covid-19 Letter HHS April 2019” is not a COVID-19 specific
document, rather a HHS letter discussing the need for blood donations from almost a year
ago.

Sincerely,
Brian Brockett, TEMo
District Coordinator

Texas Division of Emergency Management
Cell: 903-328-7504
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CDC Encourages Donating Blood If You Are Well

Media Statement

For Immediate Release: Thursday, March 19, 2020
Contact: Media Relations
(404) 639-3286

In healthcare settings all across the United States, donated blood is a lifesaving, essential part of caring for patients. The
need for donated blood is constant, and blood centers are open and in urgent need of donations. CDC encourages
people who are well to continue to donate blood if they are able, even if they are practicing social distancing because of
COVID-19. CDC is supporting blood centers by providing recommendations that will keep donors and staff safe. Examples
of these recommendations include spacing donor chairs 6 feet apart, thoroughly adhering to environmental cleaning
practices, and encouraging donors to make donation appointments ahead of time.

HHH#
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES [4

CDC works 24/7 protecting America’s health, safety and security. Whether disease start at home or abroad, are curable or
preventable, chronic or acute, or from human activity or deliberate attack, CDC responds to America’s most pressing
health threats. CDC is headquartered in Atlanta and has experts located throughout the United States and the world.
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Dear Emergency Management Agency:

| am writing to make you aware of an important aspect of emergency public health preparedness
that needs attention at the State, Territorial, Tribal and Local levels. Ensuring patient access to
needed blood and blood products is a critical element of emergency public health preparedness
and your assistance is needed to ensure that State, Territorial, Tribal and Local emergency
planning efforts appropriately prioritize the availability and accessibility of safe blood and blood
products during disasters.

Blood and blood products are an essential treatment in trauma and are also needed to meet the
needs of patients with chronic conditions. In the U.S., blood is typically collected, processed, and
stored at regional non-profit blood centers and is distributed to hospitals on a daily or weekly
basis. In some cases, a blood center may be located several hours away from the hospitals it
supplies; thus, problems with the local infrastructure (e.g., road damage, power outage, flooding)
arising during a disaster can create a set of logistical challenges that can impact the blood supply.
Our attention must be to maintain an adequate availability and accessibility of blood and blood
products.

| respectfully request your assistance in working with the community blood centers in your
region to ensure that blood and blood products are available where and when they are needed in
a disaster. This can be accomplished by integrating the community blood centers responsible for
the collection and distribution of blood and blood products into your emergency management
planning efforts, including the addition of blood-related scenarios in your drill and exercise
programs.

| encourage all community blood centers to contact their State, Territorial, Tribal, or Local
emergency management agencies to participate in the emergency management planning process
and to educate emergency management personnel on the unique needs of collecting and
distributing blood and blood products to victims of a disaster while maintaining routine support
for ongoing patient care.

HHS asks that your office consider developing an operating plan to ensure that Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) licensed or registered blood centers are appropriately prioritized for
access to fuel, emergency communications equipment and frequencies, transportation during
disasters, early restoration of utilities, and re-entry access into affected disaster areas. | extend
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my sincere appreciation for your consideration of this important issue and thank you for your
commitment to achieving a nation prepared.

Sincerely yours,

o

Brett P. Giroir, M.D.
ADM, USPHS
Assistant Secretary for Health

cc: Regional Health Administrator
Regional Emergency Coordinator
AABB Disaster Task Force
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FDA STATEMENT

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: Blood Donations

For Inmediate Release:
March 19, 2020
Statement From:

Director - Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research (CBER)
Peter Marks M.D., PhD.

The nation’s blood supply requires a steady supply of donors who generously donate millions of
units of potentially life-saving blood and blood components each year. Every two seconds, a
patient needs a blood transfusion.

At this time the number of blood donations has been dramatically reduced due to the
implementation of social distancing and the cancellation of blood drives. We fully support
President Trump’s Coronavirus Guidelines for America (https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2020/03/03.16.20_coronavirus-guidance_ 8.5x11_315PM.pdf), which
includes recommendations to avoid social gatherings of more than 10 people and the need to
practice good hygiene, like hand washing.

We also recognize that maintaining adequate levels of our nation’s blood supply is critical.
People who donate blood are equivalent to those people who are working in a critical
infrastructure industry. In volunteering to do so, they are contributing immeasurably to the
public health of our nation. In order to ensure that blood is available to those who need it most,
it is important for healthy individuals who are able to donate to take the time to do so.

Blood donation centers can facilitate the safe donation of blood because they are skilled in
infection control practices and already have procedures in place to prevent the spread of
infections. Blood donation centers always take steps to prevent staff and donors who are not
feeling well or who have a fever from reaching the donor area, and they are now taking
additional social distancing precautions wherever possible, consistent with the President’s
Coronavirus Guidelines for America.

Donating blood is safe and takes only a little of your time. At many blood donation centers,
those who are interested in donating can make an appointment to minimize the time it takes to
donate blood. Centers can arrange to call a donor’s mobile phone when they’re ready for the
donor to come in.

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-blood-donations 1/3
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Those interested in donating blood may contact the following organizations to find a local blood
collection site and to schedule an appointment:

AABB: www.aabb.org (http://www.aabb.org/Pages/default.aspx) (£
(http://www.fda.gov/about-fda/website-policies/website-disclaimer)

America’s Blood Centers: www.americasblood.org (http://www.americasblood.org) (£
(http://www.fda.gov/about-fda/website-policies/website-disclaimer)

American Red Cross: www.redcrossblood.org (https://www.redcrossblood.org/) ('
(http://www.fda.gov/about-fda/website-policies/website-disclaimer)

Armed Services Blood Program: www.militaryblood.dod.mil
(https://www.militaryblood.dod.mil/) (£ (http://www.fda.gov/about-fda/website-
policies/website-disclaimer)

Blood Centers of America: www.bca.coop (http://bca.coop/) (%' (http://www.fda.gov/about-
fda/website-policies/website-disclaimer)

The FDA, an agency within the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, protects the
public health by assuring the safety, effectiveness, and security of human and veterinary drugs,
vaccines and other biological products for human use, and medical devices. The agency also is
responsible for the safety and security of our nation’s food supply, cosmetics, dietary
supplements, products that give off electronic radiation, and for regulating tobacco products.

#HH#

Inquiries
Media:

% Stephanie Caccomo (mailto:stephanie.caccomo@fda.hhs.gov)
. 301-348-1956

Consumer:
. 888-INFO-FDA

Related Information

Novel Coronavirus (/emergency-preparedness-and-response/mecm-issues/coronavirus-disease-
2019-covid-19)

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-blood-donations 2/3
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& More Press Announcements (/news-events/newsroom/press-announcements)
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U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20472

March 19, 2020

Dear Emergency Management Agency,

I appreciate all that you and your team are doing to respond to the Coronavirus (COVID 19)
pandemic. I am writing to make you aware of an important aspect of your emergency public health
response. Many of the blood drives that are critical to ensuring an adequate supply of blood to treat
patients in hospitals who need emergency surgery or trauma patients have been cancelled at
workplaces and college campuses across the country. Your assistance is needed to ensure that your
jurisdiction’s emergency planning efforts appropriately prioritize the availability and accessibility of
blood and blood products.

Blood and blood products are an essential treatment in trauma and are also required to meet the
needs of patients with chronic conditions. During a time of crisis, patient access to blood and blood
products is often critical. In the U.S., blood is typically collected, processed, and stored at regional
non-profit blood centers and is distributed to hospitals on a daily or weekly basis. In some cases, a
blood center may be located several hours away from the hospitals it supplies; thus, problems with
the local infrastructure can create a set of logistical challenges that can impact the availability and
accessibility of blood and blood products,

Blood supply is recognized by the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as essential
and integral component of the Emergency Support Function (ESF) #8 of the National Response
Framework. Under ESF#8, HHS monitors and coordinates the need for blood and blood products
and related medical supplies in coordination with the American Association Blood Banks (AABB)
Interorganizational Task Force on Domestic Disasters and Acts of Terrorism (AABB Disaster Task
Force).

Despite the recognized importance of the safety and availability of blood in disasters, blood centers
have encountered recent obstacles during disasters and emergencies. For example, in the aftermath
of recent events, some blood centers encountered difficulties {1) obtaining fuel for generators that
are needed to collect and maintain blood supplies and for vehicles (including staff vehicles); (2)
accessing emergency transportation (helicopters and vehicles) to distribute blood and blood products
with a limited shelf-life; (3} having utilities restored; (4) gaining re-entry access into affected areas;
and/or (5) procuring reliable access to emergency communications and frequencies, These deficits
represent significant vulnerabilities in our readiness, and place patients, including disaster survivors
who may need blood and blood products for injuries, as well as patients with an ongoing need for
transfusion-related therapies, at unwarranted risk.

I respectfully request your assistance in working with the community blood centers in your region to
ensure that blood and blood products are available where and when they are needed in a disaster.

www.fema.gov






Donating blood is a safe process and people should not hesitate to give. It’s important to note that
blood drives have the highest standards of safety and infection control. We need your support to
make sure healthy individuals in your community know that we need them to still donate blood as
volunteer blood donors are the only source of blood for those in need. Just as the social distancing
guidance recommends that i(’s okay for people to leave home for necessities like groceries, or a
doctor’s visit, or the pharmacy —donating blood is a necessity.

Longer term, this can be accomplished by integrating the community blood centers responsible for
the collection and distribution of blood and blood products into your emergency management
planning efforts, including the addition of blood-related scenarios in your drill and exercise
programs. I also ask that your agency considers developing plans that ensure Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) licensed or registered blood centers are appropriately prioritized for access to
fuel, emergency communications equipment and frequencies, transportation during disasters,
restoration of utilities, and re-entry access into affected disaster areas.

The AABB Disaster Task Force has encouraged all community blood centers to contact their
emergency management agencies fo participate in the emergency management planning process. The
AABB Disaster Task Force also advocates the education of emergency management personnel on
the unique needs of collecting and distribution blood and blood products to victims of a disaster
while maintaining routine support for ongoing patient care. As you revise and exercise your ESF#8
plans, the blood collection facilities and the AABB Disaster Task Force should be an asset and
considered essential partners in preparedness planning.

I appreciate your prompt attention to this important issue and thank you for your ongoing
commitment to preparing for and protecting the public during disasters.

_Sincerely yours,

Administrator

ce:  AABB Disaster Task Force







https://tdem.texas.gov/covid-19/

To unsubscribe from the DC22SHERMAN list, click the following link:
https://EP.NCTCOG.ORG/scripts/wa-NCTCOG.exe?SUBED1=DC22SHERMAN&A=1
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